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Opportunity or “Eco-Colonialism”? Export Oriented Organic
Food Production in Tropical Developing Countries (A Socio
Economic Evaluation)
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For developing countries, organic farming is a concept to ensure the environmentally
friendly production of food and its distribution. In a worldwide context, organic farm-
ing is defined on the basis of IFOAM Basic Standards (International Federation of
Organic Agricultural Movements 2002) and on the basis of the codex alimentarius
of the FAO/WHO (1999). Organic farming has extended beyond the niche it estab-
lished in developed countries. It continues to grow, and is now practised in about 100
countries on about 26 million hectares of land.

At the same time, the market value of organic products has grown continually. From
avalue of ten billion US dollars in 1997, it increased to a value of 30 billion US dollars
in 2004. A continued rate of growth of 10 to 20 % is expected over the next decade.
More and more large scale traders and retailers (including discounters) have started
to import and sell organic products.

Due to the boom of'the global organic market, many developing countries are try-
ing to gain a share of this premium market — especially for tea, coffee, cocoa, tropical
fruits, vegetables, herbs, nuts, vegetable oils, cosmetic ingredients and fibres (tex-
tiles).

The import of organic products is described in the EU Reg. 2092/91/EEC. The
inspection and certification procedures have to meet EU standards. Many countries
have no own inspection and certification bodies and depend on officially accredited
European, US American and Japanese certification bodies. There has been an enor-
mous increase in demand. The developing countries also rely strongly on infrastruc-
ture, know-how and marketing information from the organic sector of the developed
nations.

Although fair trade is a principle of IFOAM, in reality most of the production is
business as usual — low prices for producers, high gains for traders. On the one
hand, they have a chance to participate a premium market, on the other hand there is
a risk to internal development and of eco-colonialism. The impact of the changing
global markets for organic products on developing countries in the tropics needs to be
discussed.

Keywords: Developing countries, fair trade, organic farming, organic trade

Contact Address: Gerold Rahmann, Federal Agricultural Research Centre (FAL), Institute of Organic
Farming, Trenthorst 32, 23847 Westerau, Germany, e-mail: gerold.rahmann@fal.de

464 1D 159



Tropentag 2005

International Research on Food Security, Natural
Resource Management and Rural Development

" The Global Food & Product Chain —
Dynamics, Innovations, Conflicts,
Strategies

Book of Abstracts

Editors:
Eric Tielkes, Christian Hiilsebusch, Inga Hauser,
Andreas Deininger, Klaus Becker

University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart
October 11-13, 2005



Impressum

Die Deutsche Bibliothek — Cataloguning in Publication-Data (CIP). ;

The Global Food & Product Chain — Dynamics, Innovations, Conflicts, Strategies:
international research on food security, natural resource management and rural
development; book of abstracts / Tropentag 2005 Stuttgart-Hohenheim.

Hrsg.: Eric Tielkes, Christian Hiilsebusch, Inga Hiuser, Andreas Deininger, Klaus
Becker

ISBN: 3-00-017063-4 l
© Universitét Hohenheim, Tropenzentrum, Centre for Agriculture in the Tropics and
Subtropics, Stuttgart, Germany

Editors: » .
Eric Tielkes, Christian Hiilsebusch, Inga Hauser, Andreas Deininger, Klaus Becker

Online-Versions:
Print-Version, pdf:  http://www.proceedings2005.tropentag.de
Web-Version, HTML: http://www.abstracts2005.tropentag.de

Layout:
Eric Tielkes, Inga Hiuser, Andreas Deininger

Typesetting:

IBTEX 2¢

Printed by:

MDD Media Digitaldruck Copy Shop Biiromaschinen GmbH
Wollgrasweg 27

70599 Stuttgart

September 2005

The authors of the articles are solely responsible for the content of their contribution.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means without prior permission of the
copyright owners.



Preface

The Tropentag is the International Conference on Research for Development in Agri-
culture and Forestry, Food and Natural Research Management - an annual event alter-
nately organised by the Universities of Berlin (Humboldt); Bonn, Géttingen, Kassel
(Witzenhausen) and Hohenheim in co-operation with the Council for Tropical and
Subtropical Agricultural Research (ATSAF), the GTZ Advisory Service on Agricul-
tural Research for Development (BEAF) and the German Forum on Research for De-
velopment (DFOR).

The Tropentag 2005 is the seventh annual meeting providing a forum for scien-
tists, experts and students involved in research for development. The Tropentag 2005
conference theme is The Global Food & Product Chain - Dynamics, Innovations, Con-
flicts, Strategies.

Sustainable use and conservation of natural resources are priorities of the inter-
national community. Land, freshwater, energy, and biodiversity in natural and agri-
cultural ecosystems are resources increasingly at stake. With view to the growing
world population, the supply with agricultural commodities and food, food security,
-quality and -safety must be achieved through an ever more efficient use of resources
rather than through extending resource use. Achieving the United Nations Millennium
Goals requires a considerable rise in overall food production, in which many interna-
tional stakeholders take an interest. This leads to a global use of local resources, with
global actors increasingly dominating the competition for access to these resources.
The globalisation of food markets and the regulation of production through certifica-
tion as means of consumer and market protection favours food industries rather than
smallholder agriculture. With increasing globalisation, local food chains are articu-
lated into a global food web, in which large scale agriculture serves the world market
whereas smallholder agriculture rather serves domestic demands. In this context, not
only industrialised agricultural production but also post harvest and food processing
industries gain importance. A multitude of new issues arise in the field of resource
definition, allocation, and use.

The Tropentag 2005 addresses the dynamics of the above processes, conflicts aris-
ing there from, strategies to overcome these conflicts and contribute to attaining food
security and food safety and innovations that could form part of these strategies.
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